Learning Paint

Lesson 1—basic tools

1. Open Paint from your start menu

2. Notice tool box at left, color box near bottom, and status bar at bottom.  Click View to turn on or off.

3. Use the default tool (pencil) to write your first name by left-click and drag

4. Right click a different color then notice the left side of the color box showing the primary color over the secondary color.

5. Write your last name using the right-click and drag (secondary color).

6. Click the brush tool and notice the brush options on the bottom of the tool box.

7. Select a brush and underline your first name with left-click (primary color) and your last name with the right-click (secondary color).

8. Pick two new colors (try double click on a color to pick custom color)

9. Select the spray can and spray the blank parts of your picture with both colors—use a different spray density on the bottom of your tool box.

10. Undo the last three things you did—Edit undo or CTRL-Z, then redo with Edit redo or CTRL-Y.  Note—paint can only undo the last three actions.

11. Click the “A” button for the Text tool and notice the two options below.  You will create a text box that is transparent (the bottom box) and type your name with a different font (if font toolbar is not present—use view menu)

12. Save this file as “My name” in your user directory.

Lesson 2--editing

1. Clear the canvas using Image menu—Clear Image (you can not do this if the text tool is still active—select a different tool.

2. Notice that the entire canvas is redrawn with your secondary color.  Change the secondary color to white and try again.

3. Another way to start fresh:  File—New—don’t save changes.  Notice your colors go back to black and white.

4. Open the file “my name” from your user directory.

5. Use the eraser tool to erase a band across your screen.  

6. Then undo the erase.  The eraser is like a reverse paint brush in that when you left-click and drag you are getting the secondary color.  Try that again with a different secondary color.

7. The eraser is more than the anti-brush though; it can replace colors.  When you use the right click, it will replace the primary color with secondary color.  With the eraser, replace the sprayed color with another color by right-click dragging.

8. Use the color picker to choose your color:  click the tool above the pencil that looks like an eye dropper, then click on a letter in your first name.  Click the pick color tool again and right-click a letter on your last name.  Notice the colors at the left of your color box.

9. Now use the eraser and the right click to replace the color of your first name (primary) with the color of your last name (secondary)

10. Save this file as “changed name”

Lesson 3—lines

1. Click the line tool and notice the options to change thickness below the tool box.—select a thickness.  This selection will apply to rectangles, elipses, etc.

2. Draw a series of lines using click and drag method.  Make it look like pickup sticks in a pile with different colored sticks.

3. Now draw a curved line above your sticks.  Pick the curve tool.  This works like lines only it requires three click-and-drag motions.  Use the first click and drag to create the straight line, then move your mouse above or below the line and click and drag again.  Do one more click and drag to complete

4. Save this file as “lines”

Lesson 4—shapes

1. Start a new picture (image-clear image or file-new)

2. Click the rectangle tool and notice the options:  one will outline with primary color, the next will outline primary and fill with secondary, and the last will do a solid with primary

3. Select two colors and make one rectangle of each with the left click and one of each with the right click by starting at one corner and dragging to the opposite corner.

4. Do the same with the ellipse tool—making an oval is just like making a box.

5. Save as “shapes1”

6. Start a fresh image

7. Make a perfect square by paying attention to the status bar on the bottom of the screen.  The status bar shows not only the coordinates of your mouse in pixels but also the dimensions of your box in pixels as you draw it.  )A square has equal sides)

8. Undo that square and this time make your square while holding the shift key.

9. Now make a perfect circle inside of that square so that the circle touches the sides of the square on all four sides.

10. Select the fill tool to the right of the eraser and fill all spaces inside the box with a different color.  –If there is any break in the line, the color will “spill” out.

11. Select the “select” tool (top right) and drag a select box around your box.

12. Now you can move it or change the size of it or even flip it—Image-Flip/rotate.  Try it

13. With the box selected, make sure that the bottom option in the tool box is selected (transparent) now try moving it while the CTRL key is depressed.  This is how to duplicate it easily but copy and paste works too.  Now try it while holding “shift”!

14. Save it as “shapes2”

Assignment:


Create a school of fish using all the tools learned.  Create one fish that you can copy, move, flip, resize etc.  Use the curve tool to create the fish.  Try a boat and fish line/hook if you have time.

Bonus assignment:  Create a waving American flag on a pole.

