Essay #5: Persuasive essay based on Romeo and Juliet.

Pick one of the following prompts, and write a persuasive essay:

1. Make up your own plan for Juliet to solve her problem. Persuade Juliet that your plan would be better than the Friar’s plan.

2. Persuade Romeo not to marry Juliet.

3. Create another plan to create peace in Verona. Persuade the Prince that your plan will work and keep the two families from fighting.

4. Persuade the parents to allow Romeo and Juliet to marry.

5. Persuade Mercutio not to fight Tybault.

Boy! Who doesn’t just love to go to parties? In Romeo and Juliet Lord Capulet throws one heck-of-a-party.  Romeo and his buddies crash this party and he ends up falling in love with the daughter of his family’s enemy, getting into loads of trouble by marrying her, and later dying. Friar Laurence has a strange plan to solve Juliet’s problems, I think I have a better plan. He should tell Lord Capulet to throw another party. There, the Friar should spike the punch with his potion. He should have the entire bunch eat, drink, and pass out for 42 hours. In the meantime, Juliet can run away to Mantua with Romeo and wait until everything settles itself out.
Juliet is worried that the potion that the Friar gave her might actually be poison meant to kill her and keep her quiet. This new plan is better since it addresses this concern. Juliet now can be assured that this plan is better because now she doesn’t have to risk her own life. Everyone else at the party will be drinking the potion, not her. In the story, Lord Capulet welcomes everyone to his party and calls on them to dance and have a good time. He says, “ Welcome gentlemen! Ladies that have their toes unplagued with corns will have a bout with you. Ah ha, my mistresses! Which of you all will now deny to dance ?” Any good plan shouldn’t have any weaknesses in it.
Juliet has lost sight of her goal, she is forgetting that what she really wants is to be with Romeo. My plan is better than the Friar’s because with all of her relatives passed out for 42 hours, she can easily leave home, meet up with Romeo in Mantua, and live happily with him there for a while. For example, at the party, Juliet can ask everyone to toast to count Paris’ and her upcoming marriage. Once everyone chugs down a glassful and hits the deck, she can pack her belongings and take a slow donkey ride to Mantua to be with her Romeo. The best plans are the simplest plans.
Of course there’s the Friar with his plan. He wants Juliet to drink the potion, pretend to be dead, be placed in the tomb, notify Romeo, get Juliet out of the tomb and off to Mantua. This plan is obviously full of problems. It depends a lot on timing, and we all know how the Friar’s plan eventually turned out. Everyone died! My plan is better. Not to toast to Count Paris would be rude. Everyone likes to drink at Lord Capulet’s parties. Once everyone is “toasted,” and passed out, Juliet can leave and make it the Friar’s problem to explain to everyone what is going on. Let’s face it; he caused this whole problem by marrying those kids!
My plan is to play on the weaknesses of the rest of the family and have them drink the sleeping potion. With everyone asleep, it will then be up to the Friar to fix everything, since he was the main person who got these kids into such a mess. With this plan, Juliet won’t have to worry about possibly being poisoned by a scheming Friar whom she might not trust. Also, this plan gets Romeo and Juliet back together. There was another story that used this type of solution. In Sleeping Beauty, everyone in the castle falls asleep until the prince comes and awakens Rose with a kiss. So listen up Juliet! Invite everyone to your party and have them all drink to your happiness! I love parties. I’ll be there and be toasting to the happiness of Count Paris and his young bride.



1. lead sentence


2. explain the lead


3. overview of story


4. thesis statement/ (describe your plan)








1. point/reason #1 that supports the thesis


2. tell why (because)


3. elaboration  (quote)


4. commentary





1. point/reason #2 that supports the thesis


2. tell why (because)


3. elaboration  (example)


4. commentary





1. acknowledge and state the “other side’s” position.


2. tell why the “other side’s” position is wrong.


3. explain why your idea is better, how the outcome will be more successful


4. commentary





1. restate the thesis in different words


2. mention the points you made


3. text-to-text   (make one of these comparisons)


text-to-self


text-to-world


4. call to action


5. hook back to the lead (refer back to lead sentence)














