Frame Every Quote 
Since quotations do not speak for themselves, you need to build a frame around them in which you do that speaking for them. You need to make a ‘quotation sandwich’ *Introduction-quotation-explanation]. Introduce the quotation adequately by explaining who is speaking and setting up what the quotation says. Then follow up with explaining why you consider the quotation important and what you take it to say. [The () represents the placement of your in-text citation.]
For introducing quotations 
MLA 
In X’s view, “________” (page #). 

X agrees when she writes, “______” (page #). 

X disagrees when he writes, “_________” (page #). 

X complicates matters further when she writes, “___________” (page #). 

X illustrates this point when x says, “________________” (page #).

This point is proven when x says, “________________” (page #).

For explaining quotations 
Basically, X is saying ______. 

In other words,  _____. 

In making this comment, X argues that ________. 

X is insisting that _______. 

X’s point is that _______. 

The essence of X’s argument is that _________. 

What X really means is _______________.

To put it another way, _____________.

In short, _______________.
Simple Transitions

In sum, then

It follows, then

So

The upshot of all

this is that 

Accordingly

As a result

Consequently

Hence

It follows, then

Since

So

Then

Therefore

Thus

Conclusion

As a result

Consequently

Hence

In conclusion, then

In short

Of course

Therefore

Thus

To sum up

To summarize

Along the same

lines

In the same way

Likewise

Similarly

Although

But

By contrast

Conversely

Despite the fact that

Even though

However

In contrast

Nevertheless

Nonetheless

On the contrary

On the other hand

Regardless

Whereas

While

Yet

Addition

Also

And

Besides

Furthermore

In addition

In fact

Indeed

Moreover

So too

Admittedly

Although it is true

that

Granted

I concede that

Naturally

To be sure

After all

As an illustration

Consider
For example

For instance

Specifically

To take a case in

point

Actually

By extension

In short

That is

In other words

To put it in another

way

To put it bluntly

To put it succinctly

Ultimately

One time

Once

At one time

Paragraph Hooks:

Not only……., But (also)……

(idea #1), but (idea #2)

(idea#1) does not simply mean (x), it can also mean (idea #2)

My point is not that we should __________, but that we should ________.

