Name: ________________________

Date:   ________________________

ENGLISH 10



Essay #9: This, I believe essay

Tell what you believe, your personal philosophy of life. Share this philosophy, but also how you reached your beliefs, and if they have grown, what made them grow. This necessarily must be highly personal. That is what we anticipate and want.
It may help you if we tell you also what we do not want. We do not want a sermon, religious or lay; we do not want editorializing or sectarianism or “finger-pointing.” We want to know what you live by. And we want it terms of “I,” not the editorial “We.” (Also stay away from “you.”)
Although this assignment is designed to express beliefs, it is not a religious program and is not concerned with any religious form whatever. Many students express belief in a Supreme Being and set forth the importance to them of that belief. However, that is your decision, since it is your belief which we solicit.

But we do ask you to confine yourself to affirmatives: This means refraining from saying what you do not believe. Your beliefs may well have grown in clarity to you by a process of elimination and rejection, but for our part, we must avoid negative statements lest we become a medium for the criticism of beliefs, which is the very opposite of our purpose.

____
Ideas and Development

20 __  minimum of 400-600 words

__  accomplishes purpose of the writing assignment



__  clear succinct thesis statement



__  clear focus on one topic

____
Organization
  20

__  appropriate title



__  introduction: use engaging lead, introduce your philosophy, underline the thesis
__  logical paragraphing to help the reader, one topic per paragraph

__  elaboration on each point made, using stories, anecdotes to show how the philosophy came to be, how developed.

__  clear, forceful conclusion, restates the thesis, shows how this philosophy guides life decisions now.

____
Sentence Fluency, Voice, and Word Choice
   5

__  writer stays in 1st person



__  



__  variety in sentence beginnings

   

__  voice is friendly and cooperative, never losing sight of who the audience is



__  appropriate vocabulary



__  vividness of word choice (underline two verbs and two adjectives that help




create a visual picture)

____
Conventions
  5

__   neat and legible (typed, double-spaced, one inch margins, 12pt standard font)



__   standard spelling, punctuation, and usage



__   standard use of sentences (no run-ons, fragments, or comma splices)
____
Total  

Different kinds of personal writing
Personal essay:
 Focused on belief or insight about life that is significant to




  the writer

Personal narrative :
Focused on a significant event

Personal memoir:
Focused on a significant relationship between the writer and


                         a person, place, or object
Personal Essay vs. Transactive Writing

Personal Essay


[image: image1]
Tomorrow Will Be a Better Day

Josh Rittenberg

I’m 16. On a recent night, while I was busy thinking about important social issues, like what to do

over the weekend and who to do it with, I overheard my parents talking about my future. My dad

was upset—not the usual stuff that he and Mom and, I guess, a lot of parents worry about like

which college I’m going to, how far away it is from home, and how much it’s going to cost. Instead,

he was upset about the world his generation is turning over to mine, a world he fears has a dark and

difficult future—if it has a future at all. He sounded like this: “There will be a pandemic that kills millions, a devastating energy crisis, a horrible worldwide depression, and a nuclear explosion set off in anger.”

As I lay on the living room couch, eavesdropping on their conversation, starting to worry about the

future my father was describing, I found myself looking at some old family photos. There was a

picture of my grandfather in his Citadel uniform. He was a member of the class of 1942, the war

class. Next to his picture were photos of my great-grandparents, Ellis Island immigrants. Seeing

those pictures made feel a lot better. I believe tomorrow will be better than today—that the world

my generation grows into is going to get better, not worse. Those pictures helped me understand

why.

I considered some of the awful things my grandparents and great-grandparents had seen in their

lifetimes: two world wars, killer flu, segregation, a nuclear bomb. But they saw other things, too,

better things: the end of two world wars, the polio vaccine, passage of the civil rights laws. They

even saw the Red Sox win the World Series—twice.

I believe that my generation will see better things, too—that we will witness the time when AIDS is

cured and cancer is defeated; when the Middle East will find peace and Africa grain, and the Cubs

win the World Series—probably, only once. I will see things as inconceivable to me today as a

moon shot was to my grandfather when he was 16, or the Internet to my father when he was 16.

Ever since I was a little kid, whenever I’ve had a lousy day, my dad would put his arm around me

and promise me that “tomorrow will be a better day.” I challenged my father once, “How do you

know that?” He said, “I just do.” I believed him. My great-grandparents believed that, and my

grandparents, and so do I.

As I listened to my Dad talking that night, so worried about what the future holds for me and my

generation, I wanted to put my arm around him, and tell him what he always told me, “Don’t worry

Dad, tomorrow will be a better day.” This, I believe.

Tips for Writing Your This I Believe Essay
We invite you to contribute to this project by writing and submitting your own statement of personal

belief. We understand how challenging this is—it requires intense self-examination, and no one else can do it for you. To guide you through this process, we offer these suggestions:
Tell a story: Be specific. Take your belief out of the ether and ground it in the events of your life.

Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed. Think of your own experience, work

and family, and tell of the things you know that no one else does. Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—but it should be real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs.
Be brief: Your statement should be between 350 and 500 words. That’s about three minutes when

read aloud at your natural pace.
Name your belief: If you can’t name it in a sentence or two, your essay might not be about belief.

Also, rather than writing a list, consider focusing on a core belief, because three minutes is a very short

time.
Be positive: Please avoid preaching or editorializing. Write about what you do believe, not what you

don’t believe. Avoid speaking in the editorial “we.” Make your essay about you; speak in the first

person.
Be personal: Write in words and phrases that are comfortable for you to speak. We recommend you

read your essay aloud to yourself several times, and each time edit it and simplify it until you find the

words, tone, and story that truly echo your belief and the way you speak.

For this project, we are also guided by the original This I Believe series. On the following page, you will see the producers’ invitation to those who wrote essays in the 1950s. Their advice holds up well and we are abiding by it. Please consider it carefully in writing your piece.

In introducing the original series, host Edward R. Murrow said, “Never has the need for personal

philosophies of this kind been so urgent.” We would argue that the need is as great now as it was 50

years ago.

The Original Invitation from “This I Believe” in the 1950s

This invites you to make a very great contribution: nothing less than a statement of your personal

beliefs, of the values which rule your thought and action. Your essay should be about three minutes in

length when read loud, written in a style as you yourself speak, and total no more than [600] words.

We know this is a tough job. What we want is so intimate that no one can write it for you. You must

write it yourself, in the language most natural to you. We ask you to write in your own words and then

record in your own voice. You may even find that it takes a request like this for you to reveal some of

your own beliefs to yourself. If you set them down they may become of untold meaning to others.

We would like you to tell not only what you believe, but how you reached your beliefs, and if they have grown, what made them grow. This necessarily must be highly personal. That is what we anticipate and want.

It may help you in formulating your credo if we tell you also what we do not want. We do not want a

sermon, religious or lay; we do not want editorializing or sectarianism or “finger-pointing.” We do not

even want your views on the American way of life, or democracy or free enterprise. These are important but for another occasion. We want to know what you live by. And we want it terms of “I,” not the editorial “We.”

Although this program is designed to express beliefs, it is not a religious program and is not concerned

with any religious form whatever. Most of our guests express belief in a Supreme Being and set forth the importance to them of that belief. However, that is your decision, since it is your belief which we solicit.
But we do ask you to confine yourself to affirmatives: This means refraining from saying what you do

not believe. Your beliefs may well have grown in clarity to you by a process of elimination and rejection, but for our part, we must avoid negative statements lest we become a medium for the criticism of beliefs, which is the very opposite of our purpose.

We are sure the statement we ask from you can have wide and lasting influence. Never has the need for

personal philosophies of this kind been so urgent. Your belief, simply and sincerely spoken, is sure to

stimulate and help those who hear it. We are confident it will enrich them. May we have your

contribution?

Adapted from the invitation sent to essayists featured in the original This I Believe series. Excerpted from This I

Believe 2, copyright ©1954 by Simon and Schuster.
What Do You Think?


Name: _________________________ Period: ___
In the space in front of each belief statement, write an “A” if you agree or a “D” if you disagree.
______ Life is fair.

______ Words can hurt.

______ Police are your friends.

______ What goes around comes around.

______ How you act in a crisis shows who you really are.

______ Love conquers all.

______ An eye for an eye…

______ People learn from their mistakes.

______ You can’t depend on anyone else; you can only depend on 

    
   yourself.

______ If you smile long enough, you become happy.

______ Miracles do happen.

______ There is one special person for everyone.

______ Money can’t buy happiness.

______ Killing is wrong.

______ Doing what’s right means obeying the law.

Personal Essay





Communicates the significance of a central idea or insight that has a deep personal meaning to the writer





Purpose is more reflective, although the tone may sound persuasive





Development of the piece is based upon the writer’s personal experiences or anecdotes





Written in first person; more conversational or


	entertaining in style





Appears in an essay or Op-ed format





More subjective in tone





Rarely requires documentation





More informal in tone, language, and subject matter





Transactive Writing





Conveys information to a reader who knows less than the writer; may attempt to persuade a reader to take a particular action or believe a certain way


Purpose is more persuasive, an attempt to


	convince others to agree with the writer’s


	position


Development of the piece is based upon


	research from credible sources





Written in third person; more issue-driven and formal or academic in style





Appears in a real-world form such as a letter, an editorial, or a feature article


More objective in tone





Often requires documentation





More formal in tone, language, and topic selection























