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Baseball

   Strike three! Another player has stuck out again. Next batter up! Our team is one run down in the bottom of the ninth. This is when the pressure of the game builds and nerves are high. Players just hope to make that winning hit. Safeco Field is a place filled with sights, sounds, smells, great food, and oh yes, good baseball games.  Even though the ballpark is a great place to be, I always hate that feeling of being the next batter up when there’s two outs and the bases are loaded.
     At Safeco Ball Park, the smell the greasy, mouthwatering food hits everyone right in the nose. There are curly fries with the chunky pieces of garlic on them. How about the Brats sizzling on the grill. Vendors call out what they’re hawking. If anyone goes hungry here, it’s their own fault. One time, at my first game at the ballpark, I ran down to the concession stand and ordered a huge Bratwurst on a hogie. I smothered that bad boy in mustard, onions, and pickles. Back in my seat I did quick work on it. It was pretty sloppy. I got mustard and Brat juice smeared all over my face. We all laughed like crazy fools. No one really cares about things like that at the ballpark, because that’s the place where everyone, young or old, can be a kid all over again. 

     The sights there are pretty shocking sometimes, but then they are always amazing. There are all different types of people there walking around and enjoying their time and buying souvenirs. The feeling fans get when they walk around in the stadium is breath taking. One feels like a little ant in an ant colony. Everyone is surrounded by thousands of people there and one probably only knows one or two of those people. The sounds there are awesome. For example, one time when I was there, I got a mini-lesson in physics. When there has been a big hit one doesn’t hear the ball hit the bat till two or three seconds after it’s hit because the stadium is so massive. The sight of the hit travels at the speed of light, but the sound of the hit travels at the speed of sound which is much slower. Also, when a player is up to bat everyone can feel the pressure that they have on them. The crowd gets really quiet and everyone is up leaned over their chairs waiting and anticipating for what is going to happen. And if the play makes a good hit you can hear the crowd roar with joy and happiness. But if the player strikes out the crowd usually is dead silent. Another thing that happens at the stadium is The Wave! The Wave has been a tradition for all sports since forever. The rush that you get when you do the wave and how nerdy you feel when you put your arms up and wave them in the air is awesome.     

   Even though I would hate to be in a bases-loaded pressure situation, the Ballpark is the best place on earth for me. I always have so much fun and always enjoy myself and the things that happen there! The sounds, the smell and taste of good food, the excitement of the game. Even if our team doesn’t win it’s always an adventure for me or for anyone going to the ballpark! So as Babe Ruth once said, “Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.” 

