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In-Class Essay









Name _________________

____  Ideas and Development

  25

__  You wrote approximately 400-500 words on the assigned topic

__  Clear, concise thesis statement on the guilt or innocence of Uncle Sam in one of the other group’s
 trials



__  Abundant specific details and reasons to support your viewpoint



__  Your supporting details come directly from the information provided in the trials, not from thin air



__  You showed good judgment in your choice of details



__  Clear focus on the given topic
____  Organization

  10

__  Clear, appropriate introduction dealing with the trial you will be discussing



__  Logical paragraphing to help your reader (one topic per paragraph)



__  Body paragraphs have enough detail to explain each point



__  Clear, effective transitions between paragraphs



__  Effective conclusion that ties up discussion of the trial, along with providing some sort of
 summary statement of your view of our national identity based on what you have learned
____  Sentence Fluency and Voice

   5

__  Your sentences are of varied length and structure



__  Your word choice shows you are committed to your viewpoint

____  Conventions
  10

__  Neat and legible (in ink)



__  Spelling, punctuation, and usage errors were minimal to nonexistent
__  Sentence structure errors (fragments, run-ons, and comma splices) were avoided like the black
 plague
____  Total Score
  50

____  Audience Notes
  10

__  You turned in thorough, intelligent notes from all of the other group’s trials, to be used in writing
 your in-class essay

__  Your notes include specific references to the various trials, showing clearly that you were listening 

during each trial
