American Studies

Freedom, Liberty, and the Individual




Constitutional Issues Paper









Name ______________________

____  Ideas and Development

  50

__   your paper was 3-5 pages long 



__   clear thesis stating your position on a constitutional issue (underline your thesis)



__   clear paragraph or two at the start describing the issue, including discussion of how individual 




rights and the common good interact in relation to it


__   you included an analysis of how to advocate for your position

__   you provided support for your position by citing one or more specific ideals or principles from 

the Constitution that are logically connected to the case/issue

__   clear evaluation of  a specific court case or government policy and how it supports your 

position

__   discussion of competing viewpoints related to the case

__   you provided a fair interpretation and refutation of a position that contrasts with your own


__   you avoided vague generalizations and inaccuracies in your discussion of the issue

____  Organization and Conventions

  20

__   clear introduction, including all requirements of the position/thesis



__   your paragraphing is logical, with one topic per paragraph, and clear transitions


__   clear conclusion, distinct from the introduction



__   correct spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure 

__   your paper and bibliography are typed (12 pt. Times New Roman, 1” margins, double-spaced, 

no double-double-spacing)

____  Research and Bibliography (Works Cited Page)
  30

__   you used  THREE or more credible sources from multiple perspectives



__   you wrote an annotated bibliography of all sources, using MLA format



__   annotations discuss reliability and credibility 



__   annotations include information that was useful to the development of your research



__   you correctly included each of your sources in an in-text citation in your paper 

____  Total Score  (minimum of 70 required to meet standard)
 100

____ 
You submitted the essay to Turnitin.com  (will not receive credit until you do so)
____  Rough Draft

  10

__   you had a complete draft, including annotated bibliography



__   your draft was typed



__   you wrote intelligent and helpful comments and suggestions on your partner’s paper

____  Notes, etc.

  10

__   you turned in the notes you took from each source



__   you completed a graphic organizer prior to writing the paper

AMERICAN STUDIES

Freedom, Liberty, and the Individual






Personal Photo Essay










Name _____________________
____  Ideas, Development, and Conventions
  30

__  you wrote a minimum of 100 words for each photo


__  your ideas were original and creative


__  you maintained a clear focus in each annotation


__  you thoroughly explained how each of your photos represents some aspect of your personal
 view of freedom (or the lack thereof) in America



__  your statements sounded honest – a clear reflection of your views


__  neat and legible (typed, 12 point font)



__  spelling, punctuation, and usage were dandy



__  sentences  flowed smoothly and were complete (no fragments, run-ons, or comma 




splices)

____  Visual Representation
  10

__  the whole collection is appealing to the eye and readable
__  the photos are relevant to the topic
__  the photos are original and taken personally

__  there are a minimum of five photos (this is required – it won’t be graded until there are five

photos)

____  Total  (minimum of 28 required to pass this portion of the unit project)

  40
____  You submitted your essay to Turnitin.com (no credit will be given until this is complete)
