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Constitutional Issues Essay Outline
I. Introduction:

The introduction should start with a lead statement.  One usually needs to use a sentence or two to explain what that lead is all about. Then one gets to the heart of the introduction, that is, the two sides of the issue must be explained. Finally, end with a strong thesis statement. (But be careful, do not use the word “I” in the thesis.)

In fact, don’t use the words “you” or “I” at all in the essay.

Okay, so there’s a lot going on in the introduction. So it’s important to use some strong transition words so readers can follow what is going on. In the third part of the introduction when the two sides are being explained, it is best to use this transition:

Some people say that ______________(one side of the issue)________. Use two or three sentences to explain that one side. Then shift to the other side saying:

Other people disagree and they say _______________(other side of the issue)_____. Again, use two or three sentences to explain that side of the issue. 

1. lead statement (start with a question, or quote, or bold statement to get attention):____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

2. explain the lead (what does the lead have to do with the topic): _______________ ____________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

3. explain both sides of the topic:_Some people say that ______________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Other people disagree and they say that__________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. thesis statement (your opinion on the topic) :  ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

