AMERICAN STUDIES


American Dream Project
One of the most significant beliefs reflecting the values that we hold as Americans is that of the American Dream.  We are quite unique in the world because of this concept, and not just because of its name.  Rather, it goes to the heart of what many people believe we are as a country.  People have immigrated to this country for several centuries now in search of it. So what is the American Dream?  There is no absolute definition, although it generally has something to do with the optimistic belief and hope for upward social and economic mobility.  One rough definition might be something to this effect:  The American Dream is the belief that anyone, no matter what their background or how low their beginnings might have been, can, through hard work and discipline, rise to the highest heights in this country and enjoy social and economic success.  During this unit, you will be exploring this concept that has helped shape our country.
Instructions:  You are to complete two major assignments on the topic of the American Dream.  The following items need to be included as part of your project.

1. History In-Class Essay 
The first assessment is an in-class essay in which you will respond to the following question:  Is the American Dream alive today?  Americans have always strived for upward mobility, but is it still available to everyone?  After looking at a variety of related issues from life today in your social studies class, such as immigration, the job market, wages, home ownership, the cost of college, etc., and having read several works of literature dealing with some related issues, your job will be to analyze whether the dream is still alive and well.  Some issues that might need to be considered when formulating your argument could include whether the American Dream is available to everyone on an equal basis.  Are some groups excluded?  Can one truly move out of the social class in which they grew up?  Are we free to do whatever we want?  What factors help or prevent one from achieving the dream?  Do not just answer these questions one after another – rather, use them to think about the topic as a whole.  Additionally, part of your essay needs to be based on specific research you have done on the subject.  Prior to coming to class on the day you write it, you should have read a minimum of two useful sources and typed a bibliography for them, using proper MLA format.  You will need to include a minimum of two or more pieces of information from these readings in your essay, using in-text citations.  You will also need to turn in handwritten or highlighted notes for both sources.
2.  Great Gatsby Essay

  
The second assessment is a one and a half to two page essay focusing on one of the 

characters in The Great Gatsby (Jay Gatsby, Nick Carraway, Daisy Buchanan, Tom 

Buchanan, Myrtle Wilson, or George Wilson), in which you examine the character’s 

view of the American Dream.  The essay needs to use details, examples, and quotations 

from the novel and stay true to the character’s beliefs.  


Each of these items will be turned in separately.

