AMERICAN STUDIES

American Dream





History In-Class Essay










Name ____________________
____  Ideas and Development

  40

__  you wrote a minimum of 500-600 words (about three handwritten pages)



__  clear focus on the topic


__  you provided a clear, concise thesis statement (underline your thesis)


__  you presented your response to the question:  “Is the American Dream alive today?”


__  you clearly defined the American Dream


__  you were specific in your use of details and support to explain your thoughts



__  you were abundant in your details and support, using ideas and facts from current events, history, and 



literature


__  you were accurate in your details and support


__  you showed good judgment in your choice of details and support
____  Research

  10

__  you used at least two sources to attain your information (no more than one from your




textbook)



__  you provided a bibliography, using proper MLA format (type this and have it ready prior to 




writing the essay)



__  you turned in handwritten or highlighted notes for both sources


__  you properly cited anything (minimum of two or more pieces of information) requiring 



footnotes within the essay, using in-text citations


__  you carefully avoided plagiarism

____  Organization and Conventions

  15

__  clear introduction, including your thesis (underline your thesis)


__  your paragraphing helped your reader follow your argument/analysis



__  clear conclusion, distinct from your introduction



__  correct spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure 

__  you wrote your essay neatly in ink
____  Total  (minimum of 46 needed to pass this portion of the unit project)

  65

