
A dedication to a  
special man and a car!
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This small booklet is dedicated to a friend and very special customer. 
Without ever having met this gentleman my future could have turned 
out very different then it has. But on a fateful day in 1977 both our lives 
were to change for good. How much my future was to be wrapped up in 
this cute little Morgan is staggering and so this booklet is dedicated to Jack 
Artley and CAB652. Thank you so much Jack, you will be greatly missed.

A very grateful friend



2

      The year was summer 1977. I was doing some detail work on a Jag SS90 for a collector in New Jersey that a 
partner and I had been working for. One day a gentleman from New York City by the name of Jack Artley came in 
and was very impressed with the detailing work that I was doing. He asked me if I would be interested in restor-
ing some vintage race cars that he was going to buy. I jumped on the offer before he finished his question. I was 
in need of a vacation and having lived in England the past 4 years back to England I went with suggestions from 
Jack to look for a vintage race car while there.  At this point in my automotive career I had never done any real 
serious mechanical work on anything, nor had I ever “restored” a car. How little did I know how quickly I was 
to learn how to restore a car. In my first week in London, in one of the motor car magazines, there was this rare

How I became so intimately  
involved in the life of  Jack Artley 
and a very special Morgan, and  
then a very special R&T article.
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Morgan factory race car for sale behind a pub. It was known as a Morgan “TT” car with plate number CAB652. 
I called Jack, gave him the information on the car, and into the libraries of New York City he went to research 
the car. He called me back the next day with question after question and each question was answered positively, 
proving that the car was indeed as advertised, a very rare Morgan factory race car. The car was purchased 
with the intent to restore it to its former glory. Payment was made, shipping arranged, and the car was on it’s 
way. I then returned to my folks home and Jack and I awaited the arrival of the car from England. I prepared 
the little garage at my dad’s house for a place to restore it. I then began to ponder what a restoration was and  
how in the world this young man from a small New England town was going to accomplish such a task. So 
into some of the best restoration shops in the East I went, with eyes, ears, and notebook wide open! The car 
arrived, I picked it up at the New Jersey docks and drove it to the shop. I especially remember the spirited ride 
along the Sawmill River Parkway, and the cold fall breeze in my face. How little did I know that my future was 
wrapped up in this little car. The racing history of this car is long and glorious and well documented.  All the 
while I was restoring the car Jack was researching the full history of the car and he was having a ball, what a 
history it was!  In the future, knowing the full history of this car would make all the difference for my career. 
      The restoration was finished in the spring of 1980.  Because of the rarity of the Morgan, the car was invited 
to compete in the first Chinetti invitational concours at Lime Rock Race Track.  At the time, there were lots of 
vintage race cars being professionally restored and vintage race cars were becoming a market unto their own. 
There was no real place at the time for these beautifully restored cars to be seen as a group and to compete, so 
it was decided by the Chinetti business to start a venue for these cars to be displayed and shown annually at 
Lime Rock race track. Chinetti’s was the Ferrari dealer in the Northeast. CAB652, as she is known, got to go 
for the first time in years before her peers and show her stuff before the most beautifully restored million dollar 
Ferrari’s, Porsche’s and others. Since it was the first restoration of mine I held out little hope for any placing 
in the competition. CAB652 sparkled like a jewel, and she became the center of attention. The million dollar 
Ferrari’s looked worried and so did some of the owners! Rene Dryfus, the very famous Grand Prix driver of 
past years was the head judge. The winner of the concours came down to two cars, CAB652 and a very famous 
factory Porsche race car. Mr. Dryfus spoke to the owner of the Porsche and asked him if he knew the racing 
history of the car, and as the story goes, the owner just laughed and said that the car was nothing more than 
an investment. Mr. Dryfus then came before Jack and me and asked us about our little Morgan and we both 
rattled off the full history of the car. Impressed, he turned slowly and gazed at our little beauty with a smile on 
his face that I can still see today! He slowly raised his hand and pointed at the Morgan and said “the Morgan 
gets it” I almost passed out! So many people fell in love with this little car, being so cute and beautiful, so 
different, so small as to be almost huggable. I was simply blown away that my very first restoration defeated 
million dollar cars with million dollar restorations. Because of the car’s success at the concours, and because 
R&T was having a special Morgan issue celebrating an anniversary of the Morgan Motor Co. they decided to 
include an article about CAB 652 in the August 1980 issue. It was featured in their premier “Salon” section.  
William Motta a famous writer for Road and Track and professional painter did a gorgeous watercolor from the 
front of the car, which the owner has to this day. A photo of this painting was featured in the Road and Track 
article which follows.  I seriously began to wonder where this was all going for me.  One major concours win 
and a feature in Road and Track. I could not have written a better script, it was after all my first restoration.
We then decided to take the car to the National Morgan Meet in Luray Virginia. We towed the 
car to Virginia, prepped it, and showed it. Again everyone was in awe of the car, having nev-
er seen one of these rare factory TT race cars and never having seen a Morgan restored to the lev-
el of quality that CAB652 was restored to.  A new standard was being set. The car won every tro-
phy that was available to win. It clearly seemed as though a career in Morgan restorations lay before me. 
It turned out that this young man from New England ended up being the right guy, in the right place, at the right 
time!  Thanks Jack for that fateful day we met!
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The opening photo from the R&T article of   
the painting by William Motta.

Luray Virginia national Morgan meet 1980
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The article from Road&Track
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Mr. Jack Artley 
The proud owner of 

and a very happy restorer 
celebrate a very special day!


